THE GREAT MISSIONARY AND THE PRINCIPLE OF ACTION
The Padma was rolling in huge billows. A wave dashed
past the boat, and it went down into the water. Some
fishermen on the bank saw the boat sink. They could do
nothing. They gave him up for lost, and the interminable
waves with their mischievous laughter ran as fast as they
could, as if they had no time to wait for the death of a
man. To the astonishment of the spectators, Vijaykrishna
was cast on shore with the boat. The fishermen did not
know that the unseen Master presided over the scene.
When Vijaykrishna regained consciousness, he found him-
self surounded by a band of fishermen who were warming
his limbs with fire.
At another time, Vijaykrishna lost his way in the hills
of Vindhyachal. In the midst of a wood, he found a house
where he sheltered himself for the night. The house, a
heap of ruins, was frequented by bandits. At dead of
night, some robbers came with their booty and, fearing
that the stranger might have potentialities concealed
within him, they turned him out and even determined to
take his life. Their best efforts failed, and their
wickedness also did not go unpunished. That very night
the tumbling edifice collapsed, and most of the robbers
were buried alive. Their leader who narrowly escaped
death, went out in search of Vijaykrishna the following
morning, and finding him seated under a tree in an
unconcerned mood, he fell down at his feet and told him
what had happened.
Such trials are the concomitants of an advanced stage
of Sadhana, and it is through such difficulties and dark
ways that God pilots the soul of the elect to the world of
light.
The obsessional theory of the Sankarites that Karma
and Jnana cannot live in amity under the same roof, will
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